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Tan Anjeman-i-Panjab of the 23rd July states that the Circulation, 


eyes of India and England are at 
present turned towards Abdul Rahman. 
It is generally believed that, as soon as he arrives at Kabul, 
he will be placed on the throne, and the British troops. will 
evacuate the Afghan capital. Some time ago he issued a 
circular to the sirdars of Afghanistan, stating that the British 
Government had offered him the Amirship of the whole 
country, includin g Kandahar and the Kurram valley, which had 
been occupied by the Government according to the treaty of 
Gandamak. It appears. that he has confessed his mistake 
since, and expressed his readiness to agree: to the terms which 
the Government may be pleased to impose upon him. His 
accession to the throhe now appears | to be certain. But we 


regret to state that we are atill of opinion that he will not be 


Abdul Rahman Khan. 
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is strong enough to encounter their united 0 In our 
opinion he will not be able to keep himself on the throne 
with such a small army as he is reported to have, and it is not 
known whether the Government of India has agreed to assist 
him in the event of an emergency. Although we are op- 
posed to his appointment as Amir, we-will briefly refer here 
to the changes which, in our opinion, should be made in the 
Gandamak treaty :— 

Firstly.—No change is needed in the first clause of. the 
treaty. | 
Secondly.—Provision should be made in clause 2 to the 
effect that the Amir should not punish or harass those persons 
who displayed friendship towards the Government during the 
late campaign. 


Thirdly.—Clause 3 provides that the Amir will not have 
any connection with any power except the British, and that 
the British Government will assist him in time of foreign 
aggression. As regards the first part of the clause, the Govern- 
ment should not be satisfied with a mere provision being 
made in the treaty that he will have no connection with any 
other power, but it should keep some sort of check over him 
in order to prevent him from intriguing. — 


Fourthly.—Clause 4 provides that a British envoy will 
reside at Kabul, and that he will have the power to send 
agents to the frontier. This provision should, of course, be 
retained in the new treaty, but we are afraid it will not be 
wise to give effect to it. 


Fifthly.—According to clause 5 the Amir i is. 
for the safety of the lives and property of the envoy. ‘and bis 
agents. This is a corollary of the foregoing clause, and the 
remarks we have eee ee to d app 
to this clause also. ‘a 

Siethly.—Clanses 6 and 7 should renin ina 1 


( Gil). 


Seventhly.— Clause 8, which provides for the establishment 
of a telegraph to Kabul vid the Kurram we should be also 
retained. 

Eighthly.—Some changes should be made in clause 9. The 
Government should not be content with the ‘occupation of 
the Kurram valley, Pishin, and Sibi, but should still farther 
extend the frontier. Moreover, according to the Gandamak 


treaty, the revenue of the Afghan territory occupied by the 


Government is to be made over to the Amir after deducting 
the cost of administration, but this.should not be done. The 


Government itself should keep the surplus revenue, Afghan-. 


istan is not now entitled to the same indulgence which we 
showed it at the time of the Gandamak treaty. 


Ninthly.—Clause 10, which provides for the payment of an 
annual subsidy of 6 lakhs to the Amir, should be expunged. 
There seems to be no reason why we should pay a subsidy. 
It is detrimental to our prestige, and we have en been 
put to an enormous expense by the war. 


Tenthly,—The Gandamak treaty consisted of only ten 
clauses, but the new treaty will probably contain more. In 
our opinion the eleventh clause of the new treaty should 
be that there will be no kind of connection between — 
tan and Kandahar in future. 


The Mihir-i-Nimroz of the 22nd July states that it is diffi- 
ese cult to suppose that negotiations with 

“ie pee Abdul Rahman Khan will come to a 
successful issue. Even if he accepts the terms which the Go- 
vernment imposes upon him, we are afraid that the new treaty 
will not last long. As soon as our troops are withdrawn 
from Kabul, he may be deposed by the partisans of Yakub 
Khan. Ifhe defeats them and succeeds in establishing his 
authority on a firm basis, he will undoubtedly enter inte a 


friendly alliance with Russia. If be is defeated and some 


other sirdar ascends the: throne, will the Government again 
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with the new Amir? Under these circumstances, the best 
solution, of the Afghan difficulty would be to annex. the 
whole of Afghanistan. Afghanistan is the gate of. India, 
and therefore it is not wise to leave it in a weak state. 
‘True that country is poor and the revenue would not meet 
the cost of administration; but it should be remembered 
that ere long they would be largely increased under Bri itish 
administration. The Government would derive a largo i income 
from the improvement of trade between India and Afghan- 
istan. The mines of metal which are said to exist in the 
latter country would bea great source of income. In the 
event of annexation the troops that are usually kept along the 
frontier and the surplus troops in the other parts of the country : 
may be sent to Afghanistan. The Afghans are a barbarous 
people and hate us. They are at present barassing us because 
they know that we will sooner or later evacuate the country. 
But if we annexed the country, their spirits would be damped, 
We are convinced that in the course of half a century they 
would become as peaceful a people as the natives of India, 
It is the duty of every civilized nation to spread civilization 
in barbarous countries. If the English nation will not civilize 
the Afghans, what other nation will do it? 


The Aftdb-i-Panjab of the 26th July, referring to the 
formal acknowledgment by Mr. Lepel 
Griffin, on behalf of the Government 
of India, of Abdul Rahman Khan as 

Amir of Kabul at a public darbar held by him at Kabul on 
the 22nd July, remarks that it does not appear from Mr. 

Lepel Griffin’s speech on what terms the Government has 
bestowed the Amirship upon him. There is reason to think 
that the Gandamak treaty will be adhered to, and that 
arrangements have been made for the protection of...the, lives 
and property of those persons in Kabul who. showed. fri riends 
ship towards us, after the withdrawal of our troops.» | wan 
trust that the Government has secured the objects for. whic * 
it undertook the war. In our opinion it should keep * 


The appointment of 
Abdul Rahman Khan as 
Amir of Kabul. 
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troops for some time more at Kabul in order to assist Abdul 
Rahman Khan in establishing his authority, otherwise the 
friends of Yakub Khan will give him much trouble. 


The Vrit Dhdér& of the 19th J aly states that the Secre- 
tary of State lately observed in Par- 
liament that the British troops would 
be entirely withdrawn from Afghanistan by the end of Sep- 
tember next. All spare stores have already begun to be sent 
to India from Kabul, and the fortifications built at Kabul 
by our troops are being demolished. This shows that our 
army will immadiately evacuate Afghanistan. But the ques- 
tion is, has the Kabul difficulty been satisfactorily settled? 
lt is generally believed that Abdul Rahman Khan will be 
placed on the throne, But it should be observed that in the 
first place his attitude has not hitherto been satisfactory, 
and there is little hope that our negotiations with him 
will be successful. Sacondly, if he is placed on the throne, 
he may make friends with Russia, because he has long lived in 
Russian territory, and in that case all the cost incarred in the 
war would ba useless. Thirdly, the other preteaders to the 
throne may defeat and depose him. Muhammad Jan is ool- 
lecting troops on behalf of Musa Khan. Ayub Khan has start- 
ed from Herat to attack Kandahar. The Wali's troops have 
already deserted, andit is difficult to realize how he will be 
able to maintain his authority after the British troops are. with- 
drawn from Kandahar. This is the state of things in Afghan- 
istan at present, which is far from satisfactory. In our opinion, 
the Government should not retire without placing the affairs 
of the country on a satisfactory footing, There are only two 
ways of settling the difficulty: a new Amir should be placed 
on the throne and a British cantonment established at the 
Afghan capital, or the whole country should be annexe 


Afghan affairs. 


If India is unable to pay the cost of the war, England 
should assist her with money. It will be remembered that 42 


large sum of money is paid every year by the Governmen U of 
Iadia to the Home Government. If the Home Goverament is 
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unwilling to assist India in time of need, it should not take 
this money from India in future. Moreover, in that ‘case i 
should not have permitted the Government of India’ to de- 


clare war against Afghanistan, to which the natives were 


opposed. 
The Quisar-ul- Akhbér (Allahabad) of the 25th Jaly stales 


Wobart Pasha, the Ad- that two or three d ays ago a telegram 
miral of the Turkish navy was received from London to the effect 


that, Hobart Pasha, the Admiral of the Turkish navy, who is 
an Englishman, refused to fight against the Greeks, obviously 
because they are his co-religionists. Probably he considers 
disloyalty and disobediencea smaller crime than that of fight- 
ing against his co-religionists even in a war which is based 
entirely on secular grounds. He holds a high office in the Tur- 
kish service, and there is reason to think that he possesses 
great ability. He entered the Turkish service prob ably be- 
cause he did not expect to rise so high in the British service. 
But he has proved unfaithful and ungrateful to the Porte. 
His conduct is opposed to that of the Indian Musalmans, who 
did not hesitate to fight the battles of the English Government 
in Afghanistan against their oo-religionists in order to prove 
their loyalty to it, although they can expect no honour and 
reward in recognition of their services. 


The Oudh Akhbar of the 28th July states that the tar 1 
Turkey at first became very indignant at t 0 
decision of the Berlin Confsrenes. ‘Ba 

their excitement now appears to have become Tess. i 
appears from a telegram received from Constantinople on 1 be ) 
23rd July that, in reply to the collective note of the gros 


Metisovo in his possession. The Turks are not i rejudised 
and supercilious as they were before. We wes that 9 


8 5 g Rie she g * a A * * 
* ae . wry, . 2 teh + Sie = * 8 
* . wo Pe 
eat owers will take the Sultan’s rea ¢ into. 
1 me. 
: A wt * iG 1 * » i 
ee e * 4A ae ot i 
r ee SRR * 
Lae 8 PS. * Sig 
4 : & 
eum 7 ‘ a 


( 515) 


co-religionists. If they. are anxious to settle the disputes . 


which exist between Turkey and the neighbouring States, why 
do they not do so in such a manner as will satisfy both parties. 
If it is impossible to do so, they should consider whether they 
should leave Tarkey or the small neighbouring States dissatis- 
fied. If the latter are dissatisfied, they may declare war 
against Turkey and disturb the peace in the East of Europe. 
But if Turkey is displeased, the whole of Europe will be in a 
state of conflagration. In our opinion, the great powers of 
Europe should give Turkey one more chance to settle itself 
all the disputes which exist between her and the neighbouring 
States, and if she again fails to do so, they should interfere. 
The Akhbdr-i-Am of the 21st July states that Turkey, 
which was once the terror of all Europe, 
is now absolutely at the mercy of the 
great European powers. Russia declared an unjust and 
inequitable war against Turkey, but the other European 
powers still sympathized with her and assisted her in obtaining 
a portion of Turkish territory in Europe. Their conduct 


The same. 


during the late Russo-Turkish war was a great blot on Euro- 


pean civilization. The greed of Russia is not yet satisfied. 
She now wishes to wrest Erzeroum and Armenia from Turkey, 
and has therefore begun to complain of the alleged tyranny 
and oppression practised by the Turkish Government upon 
the Christians of those places. We hope that the other great 
powers of Europe will not be deceived by Russia, and will not 
allow her to destroy the Turkish empire. Bob Bi 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


The Panjab-i-Abibér of the 24th July. states that the 
Let Bee natives aro very fortunate in that a 
Viceroy like Lord Ripon has be 
appointed to rule over them. He is a great lover of « on 
a man of very simple ispor ‘Kind to the people 
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is the Afghan war. We hope that he will conclade the war 
in a satisfactory manner. He has some other important matters 
under consideration, such as the advisability of repealing the 
Press Act, the Arms Act, the License-tax Act, dc. The pro- 


visions of the Indian Penal Code are quite sufficient to check 


the license of the press. Lord Lytton unnecessarily brought 
his administration into disrepute by passing the Vernacular 
Press Act. If Lord Ripon repealed it, he would acquire great 
popularity. Looking at the loyalty of the natives, the Arms 
Act deserves to be repealed. As regerds the license-tax, it 
should be observed that Lord Ripon is a lover of economy. We 
hope that the retrenchment of public expenditure will soon 
enable him to abolish the tax. Here are some instances which 
show what a good-natured man he is.. Some days ago, when 
he was driving at Simla, he saw the municipal water-carriers 
and some persons quarrelling with each other near the pond. 
When he asked what was the matter, be was told that as long as 
the municipal water-carriers took water from thepond for water- 

ing the roads, they did not allow any one else to takeit. On 
this he said that the wants of the people, who required it for 
drinking purposes, were more urgent, and said that the 
roads need not be watered. On the 9th July, when the Bengalis 
at Simla were drawing the car of Jagarnath on the road 
in honor of the Rathjatra. festival, Lord Ripon came driving 
from the other direction. The police tried to remove the 
procession in order to make way for him, but he prevented 
them from doing so and returned to Government House, 
He does not like show. He often goes out alone without any 
body-guard. He has ordered the Accountant-General of the 
Panjab to take his office back to Lahore from Simla on eoono- 
mical grounds, He intends not to go to Simla, from next 
year. 


The Vrit Dhdra of the 19th July 68 on the 150 
rere July) states that a respectable Eng- 

a 4 — of appeal Pa lishman lately delivered a een 
— urging upon Parliament the necessity 
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of establishing a court or commission which should hear 
appeals from the decisions of the Government of India in 
important cases. In the course of his speech he referred to 
the unjust treatment of the Jugirdar of Tinba in Palithana, 
Kattiawar, by the Thakur of Palithana. The Vrit Dhdra 
then publishes the full particulars of the case as they appeared 
in the Times of India. The Thakar confiscated the Jagirdar’s 


- estates by force and made them over to a relative of his, When 


the Jagirdar complained to the Government against the Thakur, 
a European officer was deputed to Palithana to decide the case. 
He decided the case in favour of the Thakur. The Jagirdar 
appealed to the Political Agent, the Bombay Government, 
and the Secretary of State against’ his decision, but all of 
them upheld his decision. The Vrit Dhdra then remarks 
that it is difficult to say how far the whole story is correct. 


The source through which it has reached the public is obvi- 


ously trustworthy. There is no doubt that great injustice was 
done to the Jagirdar of Tinba. There is reason to think that such 
cases frequently occur, but they do not see the light. The ex- 
Gaekwar of Baroda was charged with attempting to poison 
Colonel Phayre. ‘The charge was not proved, bat still he 
was dethroned. Was this not an act of injustice on the part 
of the Foreign Office? It was a good thing that no Baroda 
Sirdar endeavoured to oppose the deposition of the ex-Gaek- 
war, otherwise great bloodshed would have occurred. A tri- 
bunal should be undoubtedly established which should exercise 
a check over the vagaries of the Foreign Office. The proposal 
about the establishment of a court or commission for the pur- 
pose is deserving of consideration. 


The Kabi Patrikd of the 23rd July, referring to the pass- 
ing of the Vaccination Act, approves 
5 „„ introdubtion of compulsory vac- 


eination, and eins that all persons will approve of it, as it is 


calculated to e che lives of vanes N 
pox. 3 
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The Oudh Akhbar of the 23rd July urges that the Go- 
vernment should put a stop to capital 
punishment, on the ground that it is 
unsuited to the present advanced state of ——s and i is 
not so deterrent as imprisonment. 


A correspondent of the Koh-i-Nér of the 24th July com- 

The registration of Plains that dishonest money-lenders 

bonds. generally induce the bond-writers to 

enter interest in the bond at double the rate the borrower 

agrees to pay. Sometimes they even forge bonds. In order to 

put a stop to this evil the Government should make the registra- 
tion of all bonds and deeds compulsory. 


A correspondent of the Rahbar-i-Hind of the 20th. July 
The agricultural classes, (received on the 23rd idem) com- 
Panjab, plains that the heavy rate of interest 
which the cultivators have to pay to the Mahajans in the 
Panjab is the chief cause cf their ruin, and urges that the 
Government should fix a moderate rate of interest. No Ma- 
hajan should be allowed to take interest at a higher rate than 
the fixed rate. 


The Dabtr-i-Hind (Allahabad).of the 24th July, on the 
authority of the local correspondent, 
states that the Government bas em- 
powered tahsildars to decide suits for arrears of rent. This 
arrangement is a source of great convenience -to landlords 
and tenants. But they have to obtain copies of decrees from 
the Collector’s office, which puts them to a great deal of 
unnecessary trouble and expense. Copies of decrees should be 
supplied by tahsildars. 


The Anjuman-i-Panjdb of the 23rd July, referring tthe 
complaints published by the Safir. - 
Hind of Amritsar against Dr. Leit- 
ner, the principal of the Lahore Uni- 
versity College, remarks that it is to be regretted that the 
em. instead of being thankful to Dr. Tanase for the 


Capital punishment. 


Suits for arrears of rent. 


Dr. Leitner, the princi- 
pal of the Lahore a 
and the Saftr-i-Hiad. 
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favours which he has conferred upon them, publish false: 
complaints against him. We are afraid that their ungrateful 
conduct towards him may deter other Europeans, who take 
an interest in their welfare, from doing so in future. We 
concur with the Punjab-i-Akhbdr in thinking that those 
persons who are publishing complaints against Dr. Leitner 
are indebted to him for their present rank and position. But 
they should remember that they will suffer very much for 
trying to defame a high Government officer. Why does the 
editor of the Suftr- i- Hind give place to such false complaints 
in his paper and bring it into disrepute’ Dr. Leitner does 
not prohibit the students of the Lahore College from going 
to the Brahmo Samaj or the Arya Samaj. 


The Saftr-i-Hind (Amritsar) of the 24th J uly, in regard 
Dr Leitner, the principal to the articles which have been pub- 
af the Lahore College. lished by the Anjuman-i-Panjdb and 
the Panjab-i- Akhbdr in defence of Dr. Leitner, remarks : 
The friends of Dr. Leitner should remember that we have 
ourselves as yet written nothing about him. We have merely 
published extracts from other papers or articles communi- 
cated to us by our correspondents. But if need be, we shall 
publish a full account of his acts and measuies, and point out 
in what way they have injured the country. 


The same paper publishes an Urdu translation of an 
article which appeared in the Bengalee 

of Calcutta. In reply to an article of 
the Hindu Patriot in favour of Dr. Leitner, the Bengalee 
remarks that the infliction of corporal punishment | by Dr. 
Leitner upon a student of the B. A. class is in itself a suffi- 
cient proof of the fact that he is not fit for such a responsible 


The same. 
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200 copies, 


post as the charge of a college. Did he beat Sri Ram, asks 
the. Bengalee, to gratify his old enmity against his brother 


Mul Raj? ? 


The same paper palais an article 0 1 by a 
ent. The writer says that 

Dr. Leitner, the principal of the Lahore 
College, highly deserves the title of emperor or king of the 


The same. 
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college. He then publishes an account of the last Pleader’s 
and Mukhtar’s examination which, was held last year at the 
Lahore College, and hopes that the mistakes of last year will 
not be repeated this year. No previous notice was given to 
the candidates as to the time at which the examination was to. 
commence and the subjects in which the examination was to be 
held on each day. The candidates went to the college on the 
first day of the examination at about balf- past seven, but the 
doors were opened a little before 9 a.m. When the clerk of 
the college came, he asked the candidates to find out their 
seats. The seats were so badly arranged that they had great 
difficulty in finding out their proper seats. The clerk used the 
terms tu (thou) and tum (you) instead of the more respectful 
term dp in addressing them. They had found out and taken 
their seats by 9 a.m. Dr. Leitner arrived at 10 A. x. When 
he entered the room reading a newspaper, the candidates 
stood up and made him a low bow. But he did not return 
their compliments. As he is an ill-tempered man, they trem- 
bled through fear. When they asked the daftri for paper, he 
became so angry that he ran to beat one of them. When he 
told him that he had no paper, he severely beat the daſtri. 
The candidates were not supplied with printed questions, but 
questions were dictated to them by the examiner. If any can- 
didate did not hear any word, he dared not ask the examiner 


to repeat it, lest Dr. Leitner should be at him and expel him 


from the examination. 
LOCAL. 


The Dubir- i-NHind (Allahabad) of the 24th July, in its 
The planting of trees in local news column, complains that the 
Katra, Allahabad. Municipal Committee has planted pipal 
trees on both sides of the principal street in Katra, Allab- 
abad, which is objectionable on several grounds. First, the 
street, which is already narrow, will become natrower. 8e. 
condly, the trees will obstruct the wind, and consequently 5 
increase the heat. Thirdly, the shops of tradera’4 in the street 
will be covered by trees. Fourthly, thieves will be able to enter. ‘ 
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